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     American Illustrator, Newell 
Convers Wyeth, grew up in 
Needham, MA. He studied painting 
with Howard Pyle and then lived in 
Chadds Ford, PA. 
 
      For many years he was a student 
and admirer of Thoreau, whose spirit 
became a part of him. 

Henry: Herein you will find, I think, a 
few echoes of our remembered New 
England. If you do hear them, even 
faintly, it will please me. 
                                    Affectionately, 
                                    Convers 
     

      ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ 
Henry Holzer, lived  in Hyde Park, 
MA, and was President of U. Holzer 
Bookbinders, Inc. 



  THE CREATIVE PROCESS: 

 
Å1. INFORMED: Immersion, engagement, intense 

concentration on problem, 10,000 hours of practice. 
 

Å2. UNFORMED: Incubation, logical impasse, in which 
conscious thought is useless. 
 

Å3. TRANSFORMED: Illumination, άŀƘŀΣέ άŜǳǊŜƪŀΣέ when 
relaxed. 

   
Meister Eckhart, 1260-1328, German Mystic Theologian 
   
 Murray Gell-Mann, The Quark & the Jaguar: Adventures in Simple & 
Complex 
  Rollo May, The Courage to Create                                                                                  
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1. INFORMED 
IŜƴǊȅΩǎ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƭǳƳƛƴƻǳǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
conversations with friends informed him. 

2. UNFORMED 
 ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ WƻƘƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ŀǊƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
lockjaw, unformed him. Henry had taught school and rowed with 
John on the Concord and Merrimack rivers to its outlet in 
bŜǿōǳǊȅǇƻǊǘΦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ  Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀōƛƴ ƻƴ ²ŀƭŘŜƴ tƻƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ άA Week 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŜǊǊƛƳŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊǎΦέ  

3. TRANSFORMED 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪ ά²ŀƭŘŜƴΥ ! [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻŘǎΦέ 
 



Plate II. 

THOREAU 
FISHING 

 

άTime is but the 
stream I go a-fishing 
in. I drink at it; but 
while I drink I see 
the sandy bottom 
and detect how 
shallow it is. Its thin 
current slides away, 
but eternity 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦέ 
Walden 
 



Plate III. 

The Carpenters 
Repairing 
IǳōōŀǊŘΩǎ  .ǊƛŘƎŜ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ мтΣ мурмΦ  άΧǘƘŜƛǊ 
bench on the new planking 
Χƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 
railing to obstruct the view, 
I was almost ready to 
resolve that I would be a 
carpenter and work on 
bridges, to secure a 
ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 



Plate IV 

Thoreau and Miss 
Mary Emerson 

Mary Moody Emerson 
(1774-1863) aunt of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, over whose 
development she exercised a 
strong influence. 

  November 13, 1851. 
 ά Χ {ƘŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ 
any other woman, gives her 
companion occasion to utter 
his best thought.  
    In spite of her biases, she 
can entertain a large thought 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΧά 



Plate V 

Mr. Alcott visiting tomb of 
Dr. John Alcock in the 
Granary Burying Ground in 
Boston 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ммΣ мурнΦ ά!ƭŎƻǘǘΣ ǘƘŜ 
spiritual philosopher, is, and has 
been for some months, devoted 
to the study of his own 
genealogy,-he whom only the 
genealogy of humanity, the 
descent of man from God, should 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΧ 
     He has visited the only bearer 
of the Alcock name in Boston,---
though there is no evidence of 
the slightest connection except 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ŘŀƳΦέ 



Plate VI. 

Thoreau and the Three 
Reformers 
June 17, 1853. Ultra-reformers, 
lecturers on Slavery, 
Temperance, the Church:        
A.D. Foss, once a Baptist 
minister in Hopkinton, NH;  
Loring Moody, a traveling 
pattern working chaplain;  
& H. C. Wright, who shocks all 
the old women with his infidel  
writings. Wright, author of         
A Kiss for a Blow, behaved as if 
there were no alternative 
between them, or as if I had 
given him a blow. I would have 
preferred a blow, but he was 
bent on  giving me a kiss,  when 
there was no quarrel between 
us. 

 



Plate VII. 

The Muskrat-Hunters, 
Goodwin & Haynes 

May 1, 1854 
  They shoot at any rat that may 
ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΧ hƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
had wounded looked exactly 
like the end of an old rider  
stripped of bark. 
 
  How pitiful a man looks about 
this sport.  
 
  These men represent a class 
which probably exists, even in 
the most civilized community, 
and allies it to the most savage. 



Plate VIII. 

Fishing Through the Ice 

February 8, 1856 
   The fishermen agree in saying 
that the pickerel have generally 
been eating, and are full, when 
they bite. Some think it is best to 
cut holes the day before, 
because the noise frightens 
them.  
 
    E. Garfield says that his Uncle 
Daniel was once scaling a 
pickerel, when he pricked his 
finger against the horn of a pout 
which the pickerel had 
swallowed. He himself killed a 
pickerel with a paddle, in the act 
of swallowing a large perch. 



Plate IX. 
  Barefooted Brooks Clark Building Wall 
 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлΣ муртΦ άIt pleased me to 
see this cheery old man (~80) 
ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀȅǎΧΦ Lǘ 
ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΧ 
It was better than a prayerful mood. 
It proves to me old age as tolerable, 
ŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ŀǎ ƛƴŦŀƴŎȅΦέ 

aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ IŜƴǊȅ IƻƭȊŜǊΩǎ 
wheelbarrow. 



Plate X 

Johnny and his 
Woodchuck-Skin Cap 

February 29, 1860. 

άtŀǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
street, who had a home-made 
cap of woodchuck-skin, which 
his father had killed and cured, 
and his mother had fashioned 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǿŀǊƳ ŎŀǇΧΦ {ƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
family history, the human 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƛƴ 
hard times. 
   ¢ƘŜ ōƻȅΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŜȅŜǎ ǎǇŀǊƪƭŜŘ 
beneath it, when I remarked on 
its warmth, even as the 
ǿƻƻŘŎƘǳŎƪΩǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΦ  
    Such should be the history of 
every piece of clothing that we 
ǿŜŀǊΦέ 



 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
me at this hour of a summer evening than by day. 
Neighbors, and also farmers, come a-shopping after 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƘŀȅƛƴƎΣ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŜŀǊ 
the sounds of many musical instruments, and the 
singing from various houses. For a short hour or two, 
the inhabitants are sensibly employed. The evening is 
ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƻŜǘǊȅΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜΦέ 
 
 

 HENRY DAVID THOREAU  (1817-1862) 

  

Journal Account of a Summer Evening 

 in Concord, July 21, 1851 at 8:30 P.M: 

 

 



Plate I. 
 

ά! Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
probity and 
worth, immortal 
ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦέ 

   Oxen (and horses) 
were the sustainable 
source of locomotive 
energy since the 
beginning of civilization 
10,000 years ago.  
     Fossil fuel burning 
emits CO2. These fuels 
will be depleted in 100 -
200 years.  



 CO2 levels now 

110 ppm above 

the pre-

industrial 

average  

1875 

Å Carbon 

isotope ratios 

indicate the 

CO2 increase 

since 1850 is 

from burning    

~300 million yr  

old  fossil 

fuels.  



        CORRELTAION BETWEEN TEMP AND CO2 INCREASE                                                                      

1880 ï 1980: CO2 increased 47 ppm.                                                                                                                           

1980 ï 2010: CO2 increased 52 ppm. 



At present rate 

of 2.5 ppm 

rise per year, 

humans are 

increasing 

CO2 at a rate 

300 times 

faster than 

the recovery 

from the ice 

age 18,000 -

10,000 years 

ago. 

CO2 CONCENTRATIONS, HIGHEST (33%) IN 800,000 YRS, 

WILL REACH 1000 PPM IN 240 YEARS. 



Å  Our present level of 400 ppm could reach ~ 1000 ppm in 240 years. 

Å Arctic became ice-free 8 M years ago when CO2 =  300 - 450  ppm. 

Å Antarctic melted  ~ 40 M years ago, CO2  ~ 700 ppm 

       -Earth was ice-free, sea levels 100s meters higher. 

      Dinosaur Extinction 65M Yr. BP                                     Figure from Dr. James Hansen, NASA GISS  



The Coming Climate Crash: 
Lessons for Climate Change in the 2008 Recession 
By HENRY M. PAULSON Jr.  Secretary of the Treasury under  Pres. George W. Bush. 
JUNE 21, 2014 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/22/opinion/sunday/lessons-for-climate-change-in-the-
2008-recession.html 
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ōǳōōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǎŜǎ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƻ 
both our environment  and economy. The warning signs are clear and 
growing more urgent as the risks go unchecked. 
 
A tax on carbon emissions will unleash a wave of innovation to 
develop technologies, lower the costs of clean energy and create jobs 
as we and other nations develop new energy products and 
infrastructure.  
 
Climate change is the challenge of our time. ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ 
Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōǳōōƭŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ōǳōōƭŜΦέ 
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bΦ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎ ²ȅŜǘƘΩǎ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 


