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Paul H. Carr, Ph. D.                                       

Former Adjunct Philosophy Professor, U Mass. Lowell

Paul Tillich

One of the great theologians of the 20th century.
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OUTLINE

1. His Life History

2. New Being (Creation) & Spiritual Presence

3. His 2 Popular and 3 Sermon Books

4. Systematic Theology: Answering Existential        

Questions 

5. Relating Religion to Culture:

Science, Art, Psychology
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Paul Tillich

ñReligion is the encounter with the Holy, which expresses our 

ultimate concern. It can only be expressed by symbols and 

symbolic actions and cannot be reduced to ordinary words.

If taken literally, symbols become absurd.
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PAUL TILLICH  (1886-1965)

Apologetic, Existential, Theologian

Paul Tillich was born in Prussiain 1886,

ordaineda minister in the LutheranChurchin

1912, and servedasa chaplainin the German

Army duringWWI. He thentaughtphilosophy

and theology at the universitiesof Marburg,

Dresden,Leipzig, andFrankfurt. As leaderof

theReligiousSocialistmovement,his activities

broughthim into conflict with the Nazis,who

dismissedhim from his professorshipin 1933,

shortly after Hitler assumedpower. Reinhold

Niebuhr invited him to teach at Union

TheologicalSeminaryin NewYork.

In 1955, Tillich became a University

ProfessoratHarvard,and

in 1962, the John Nuveen Professorof

Theology at the Divinity School of the

Universityof Chicago.
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ON THE BOUNDARY

An Autobiographical Sketch 

Paul Tillich

ñThe boundary is the best place for acquiring knowledge.ò

ÅBetween Country and City

ÅBetween Social Classes

ÅBetween Heteronomy(Authority) and Autonomy (Freedom)

ÅBetween Theology and Philosophy

ÅBetween War (Chaplain WWI) and Peace

ÅBetween Native (Germany) and Alien Land (US).
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ÅPROTESTANT PRINCIPLE as 

prophetic and critical judgment against

idolatry (absolutizing the relative.) 

ñThe infinite  distance between the divine and 

the human  undercuts the absoluteclaim of

any doctrinal expression of the New Being.ò

ÅCATHOLIC SUBSTANCE tradition, 

and liturgy as concrete  embodiment.

GUSTAVE WEIGEL, S.J.:

ñThe sustained brilliance of Tillich is amazing

and his incredibly wide knowledge matches

his brillianceò

March 16, 1959
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TIME

Cover Article

March 16, 1959

òFrom the           

Old World to              

the New Being."

The New Being or 

New Creation is 

the essence of the 

Christian religion 

manifest in Jesus, 

who was the 

Christ, the bearer 

and mediator of the 

new state of things, 

characterized by 

re-union,              

re-conciliaton, and 

re-surrection. 


